
The Voyage Series
Jaimie and the Bison Hunt 		  Harry and the Dark Horse		
Gabriel Between Dog and Wolf	 Sara in Raven's Clothes

Follow the adventures of four Métis youth in the novels of the Voyage Series, written by 
Janine Tougas and illustrated by Alexis Flower. Modern day meets tradition as these stories 
delve into issues that Métis youth face in today’s society such as identity, self-esteem, shame, 
belonging, family, language and culture. 

While the saga of these youth evolves through the four novels in the series, each book can 
also be read and enjoyed on its own. Ideal for theme-centered or author-centered reading 
networks in the classroom. The books' illustrations will appeal to reluctant readers and 
additional-language readers. 

The author has done an excellent job in integrating Indigenous perspectives in the Voyage Series 
as well as introducing readers to endearing characters who meet challenges with courage and 
imagination.

Marlene Gallagher, Indigenous consultant, teacher, program developer

Jaimie and the Bison Hunt

Harry E
aglefe

ather 
takes 

a pou
ch of 

tobacc
o out 

of 

his po
cket, r

aises 
his fa

ce to t
he sky

 and g
ives th

anks 

to Creator,
 as w

ell as 
to the

 bison
, for t

he gif
t of it

s 

life. I 
feel gr

eat gr
atitud

e, just
 as m

y ance
stors d

id, 

toward th
is ani

mal tha
t prov

ided e
veryth

ing th
at the

y 

needed
 for th

eir su
rvival

. 

How does the bison hunt, a W
estern

 Canadian Métis tr
adition 

that’s 1
50 ye

ars old, tran
sform Jaim

ie’s li
fe in modern times? 

By exploring the Métis b
ison hunt of the Canadian Prairie

s, 

Jaimie discove
rs her vo

ice an
d her pa

th as a 
storytell

er. Through 

the bison hunt, Jaim
ie begins to understan

d the rich
ness of her 

culture as 
well as

 her ow
n immense po

tential.

Playful in its ap
proach and rigorous in its re

search
, this novel 

describ
es the trad

itional organizatio
n of the bison hunt 

extremely ac
curately

 while highlighting its 
vital 

importance in 

the social a
nd economic fibre of the Métis p

eople. Ja
imie and

 

the B
ison H

unt d
eals w

ith questions of identity, s
elf-es

teem
 and 

leadership. However 
it is fi

rst an
d foremost a w

ork of fiction 

rich in adve
nture an

d imbued in human valu
es. Janine Tougas
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Gabriel Between Dog and Wolf

The wildern
ess an

d I ar
e old 

friend
s. I co

me from
 

a long
 line 

of Métis w
ho sp

ent m
ost of

 their
 lives 

outsid
e, in n

ature.
 You co

uld sa
y I w

as bo
rn in 

a 

canoe
. My first pa

ddle w
as a b

ig wooden
 spoo

n. 

During
 our c

anoe 
trips, 

my mother
 calle

d us a
 

“pack
”, so 

I lear
ned t

o how
l like 

a real
 wolf. 

AAAH-OOOOOO!

It is w
ith such a howl that the adv

enture of a lif
etime opens 

up for Gabriel. A
way fro

m school and home for six weeks… 

Partic
ipatin

g in a rea
lity T

V show… Living the life
 of the 

voyag
eurs hired by th

e fur-trad
ing companies fro

m old Fort 

William
 (now Thunder Bay) to

 the trad
ing posts in

 the West… 

To succeed
 at th

is challenge, 14
-year

-old Gabriel w
ill need all 

his per
sonal res

ources a
s well as

 those of his Anishinaabe and 

European ancesto
rs.

Playful in its ap
proach and rigorous in its re

search
 on the life

 

of the voy
ageurs, this novel d

eals w
ith questions of identity, 

communicatio
n and leadership. It 

is first an
d foremost a w

ork 

that will tak
e you on a journey th

rough the turbulent waters 
of 

the life
 of a M

étis y
outh. 

Janine Tougas
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Harry and the Dark Horse

When H
arry b

oards
 the s

chool
 bus, 

all of 
the 

stude
nts an

d the
 paren

ts acc
ompanyi

ng th
em to 

the b
ison f

arm break
 into 

appla
use. H

is frie
nd 

Gabriel
 creat

es a r
allyin

g cry 
specia

lly fo
r the 

occas
ion. A

fter h
e how

ls “H
arry!”

, ever
yone 

yells 

back 
in un

ison: “
Stella

r Sell
er!” 

At 15, 
Harry s

ees h
imself a

s an entrepre
neur. Bursting with 

energy, 
ideas an

d resourcefu
lness, h

e uses his tale
nt for the 

benefit of his sch
ool and the Metis A

rts C
lub in St. R

ita.  

The only thing that bothers him is th
e mystery

 of the identity 

of his fath
er whom he has never 

known. 

In launching his first online business, th
e young man benefits 

from his Metis c
ommunity’s r

esources w
hile discove

ring its 

sensitive
 areas

. When Harry g
oes fro

m hero to zero
 in his 

professio
nal and perso

nal life
, who will co

me to his res
cue?  

This novel t
racks the ups an

d downs of a yo
uth who goes 

into business. H
arry a

nd the
 Dark H

orse d
eals w

ith important 

questions such as th
e concept 

of self,
 leadership an

d integrity. 

It’s a 
novel r

ich in intrigue and actio
n linked to the quest 

for pers
onal, fam

ilial a
nd collectiv

e identity. F
ollow Harry’s

 

adven
tures as

 he journeys fr
om the West to

 the East of Canada. 

Janine Tougas
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Sara in Raven’s Clothes

 “Yuk! Pukes! A
 raven

! Just my luck to
 choose a 

bird t
hat has no colour,” sig

hs Sara
. 

“Your animal guide is
 not there to

 flatter 
your ego

. 

Its ro
le is t

o revea
l many s

urprise
s and hidden

 gifts 

to you.” At the end of the workshop, Raymond 

Leapin
g Salm

on leave
s them with three q

uestions to 

ponder:  

•What are
 my dre

ams?

•Who am I cal
led to

 beco
me?

• How do my rela
tionships w

ith others help m
e

assume my pow
er?

Sara 
believe

s she is o
ne of the few

 students at 
St. R

ita Sc
hool 

in Manitoba with no Métis b
lood. At 16, 

following her pa
rents’ 

divorce, th
is young arti

st finds herself
 in the Maritim

es. There, 

the young girl discove
rs Mi’kmaq traditions and explores 

the rave
n’s pre

sence in many I
ndigenous cultures w

orldwide. 

Sara 
is led

 to revel
ations of her an

cestra
l lineage 

as well as
 to 

the arti
st’s po

wer to heal th
e individual and contribute to a 

collectiv
e consciousness of compassio

n. Janine Tougas

Sara in Raven’s Clothes
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Janine Tougas
Storyteller, playwright, program designer and trainer, Janine has worked in collaboration 
with Métis organizations in Manitoba for many years. Janine’s goal in penning the Voyage 
Series novels and accompanying teachers’ guides has been to make the history and values of 
Métis culture come alive for new generations. She has a Masters of Fine Arts from Connecticut 
College, specializing in Dramatic Studies and a Masters of Education from the University of 
Manitoba, specializing in Counseling. 

Alexis Flower
Alexis is a multidisciplinary artist based in Winnipeg. He has illustrated a number of youth 
books for different publishers, skillfully using several artistic mediums to bring his scenes and 
characters to life. Alexis also authored and illustrated the adult graphic novel Sang d'encre: 
Bloodmajiq. 

RESOURCES FOR USING THE SERIES IN THE CLASSROOM

Each of the novels has its own Teacher's Guide with ideas for exploring the books' 
themes in the classroom. Each activity, which can be used on its own or combined with 
one or several others, is aimed at developing students' ability to express themselves 
orally, in writing or through the arts, as they further develop their self-knowledge and 
self-esteem, learn to appreciate First Nations and Métis cultures, and build their sense 
of belonging and their individual and collective identity. 

Apprentissage Illimité Inc.
48 Woodlawn Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2M 2P2
Telephone: 204-257-1407
Toll-free: 1-866-898-9306
info@apprentissage.mb.ca
www.apprentissage.mb.ca



Jaimie and the Bison Hunt 
Youth novel – ages 10-14

How does the bison hunt, a 150-year-old Western Canadian Métis tradition, transform Jaimie's life 
in modern times? Jaimie is shy and retiring, preferring to let others take the lead, at school and at 
home. A class project on the bison hunt leads her to new friendships, carrying her on a journey full 
of highs and lows, and discovery that involves taking risks. Through the bison hunt, Jaimie begins to 
understand the richness of her culture as well as her own creative potential. 

This novel describes the traditional organization of the bison hunt while highlighting its vital import-
ance in the social and economic fabric of the Métis people. Jaimie and the Bison Hunt deals with issues 
of identity, self-esteem and leadership. It's a novel rich in adventure and steeped in human values. 

Gabriel Between Dog and Wolf
Youth novel – ages 10-14

Gabriel says: “During our canoe trips, my mother called us a “pack”, so I learned to howl like a real wolf. 
AAAH-OOOOOO!” 

It is with such a howl that the adventure of a lifetime begins for Gabriel. Away from school and 
home for six weeks... Participating in a reality TV show... Living the life of the voyageurs hired by the 
fur-trading companies. To succeed in this incredible challenge, Gabriel will need to draw on all his 
personal resources as well as those of his Anishinaabe and French-Canadian ancestors. 

While providing fascinating insights on voyageur life, this novel deals with issues of identity, 
communication and leadership, taking readers on a journey through the turbulent waters of the life 
of a 14-year-old Métis youth. 

Harry and the Dark Horse 
Youth novel – ages 12-16

At 15, Harry Lamothe fancies himself a business tycoon. Overflowing with energy, ideas and 
resourcefulness, he uses his talent on behalf of his school and the Métis Arts Club in St. Rita. The 
only thing that bothers him is the mystery surrounding the identity of his father, whom he has never 
met. When he launches his first online business, the young man benefits from his Métis community’s 
resources while discovering its sensitive areas. When Harry goes from hero to zero in his professional 
and personal life, who will come to his rescue? 

This novel tracks the ups and downs of a teenage entrepreneur. Harry and the Dark Horse deals with 
important issues such as self-concept, leadership and integrity. It’s a novel rich in intrigue and action 
linked to the quest for personal, family and collective identity as the young man journeys from 
western to eastern Canada. 

Sara in Raven's Clothes
Youth novel – ages 13-17

"Yuk! A raven! Just my luck to choose a bird that has no colour," Sara sighs.

"Your animal guide is not there to flatter your ego. Its role is to reveal many surprises and hidden gifts 
to you." 

Raymond Leaping Salmon, the workshop leader, leaves the participants with three questions to 
ponder:

•   What are my dreams?
•   Who am I called to become? 
•   How do my relationships with others help me assume my power? 

Sara believes she is one of the few students at St. Rita School in Manitoba with no Métis blood. At 
16, after her parents’ separation, this young artist finds herself in New Brunswick. Here, she discovers 
Mi'kmaq traditions and explores the raven’s strong presence in many Indigenous cultures worldwide. 
Sara is led to revelations of her ancestral lineage and her family’s residential school traumas. The 
young artist discovers firsthand the power of the arts in healing old and new wounds. 

Jaimie and the Bison Hunt
Harry Eaglefeather takes a pouch of tobacco out of 
his pocket, raises his face to the sky and gives thanks 
to Creator, as well as to the bison, for the gift of its 
life. I feel great gratitude, just as my ancestors did, 
toward this animal that provided everything that they 
needed for their survival. 

How does the bison hunt, a Western Canadian Métis tradition 
that’s 150 years old, transform Jaimie’s life in modern times? 
By exploring the Métis bison hunt of the Canadian Prairies, 
Jaimie discovers her voice and her path as a storyteller. Through 
the bison hunt, Jaimie begins to understand the richness of her 
culture as well as her own immense potential.

Playful in its approach and rigorous in its research, this novel 
describes the traditional organization of the bison hunt 
extremely accurately while highlighting its vital importance in 
the social and economic fibre of the Métis people. Jaimie and 
the Bison Hunt deals with questions of identity, self-esteem and 
leadership. However it is first and foremost a work of fiction 
rich in adventure and imbued in human values.

Janine Tougas
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Gabriel Between Dog and Wolf
The wilderness and I are old friends. I come from 
a long line of Métis who spent most of their lives 
outside, in nature. You could say I was born in a 
canoe. My first paddle was a big wooden spoon. 
During our canoe trips, my mother called us a 
“pack”, so I learned to howl like a real wolf. 
AAAH-OOOOOO!

It is with such a howl that the adventure of a lifetime opens 
up for Gabriel. Away from school and home for six weeks… 
Participating in a reality TV show… Living the life of the 
voyageurs hired by the fur-trading companies from old Fort 
William (now Thunder Bay) to the trading posts in the West… 
To succeed at this challenge, 14-year-old Gabriel will need all 
his personal resources as well as those of his Anishinaabe and 
European ancestors.

Playful in its approach and rigorous in its research on the life 
of the voyageurs, this novel deals with questions of identity, 
communication and leadership. It is first and foremost a work 
that will take you on a journey through the turbulent waters of 
the life of a Métis youth. 

Janine Tougas
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Sara in Raven’s Clothes
 “Yuk! Pukes! A raven! Just my luck to choose a 
bird that has no colour,” sighs Sara. 

“Your animal guide is not there to flatter your ego. 
Its role is to reveal many surprises and hidden gifts 
to you.” At the end of the workshop, Raymond 
Leaping Salmon leaves them with three questions to 
ponder:  

• What are my dreams?

• Who am I called to become?

• How do my relationships with others help me
assume my power?

Sara believes she is one of the few students at St. Rita School 
in Manitoba with no Métis blood. At 16, following her parents’ 
divorce, this young artist finds herself in the Maritimes. There, 
the young girl discovers Mi’kmaq traditions and explores 
the raven’s presence in many Indigenous cultures worldwide. 
Sara is led to revelations of her ancestral lineage as well as to 
the artist’s power to heal the individual and contribute to a 
collective consciousness of compassion.

Janine Tougas
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Harry and the Dark Horse
When Harry boards the school bus, all of the 
students and the parents accompanying them to 
the bison farm break into applause. His friend 
Gabriel creates a rallying cry specially for the 
occasion. After he howls “Harry!”, everyone yells 
back in unison: “Stellar Seller!” 

At 15, Harry sees himself as an entrepreneur. Bursting with 
energy, ideas and resourcefulness, he uses his talent for the 
benefit of his school and the Metis Arts Club in St. Rita.  
The only thing that bothers him is the mystery of the identity 
of his father whom he has never known. 

In launching his first online business, the young man benefits 
from his Metis community’s resources while discovering its 
sensitive areas. When Harry goes from hero to zero in his 
professional and personal life, who will come to his rescue?  

This novel tracks the ups and downs of a youth who goes 
into business. Harry and the Dark Horse deals with important 
questions such as the concept of self, leadership and integrity. 
It’s a novel rich in intrigue and action linked to the quest 
for personal, familial and collective identity. Follow Harry’s 
adventures as he journeys from the West to the East of Canada. 

Janine Tougas
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